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 This text reconstructs the research activities carried out during a stay in Sweden at Luleå University of Tech-

nology thanks to a grant from the Lerici Foundation. 

The experience, carried out over the course of a month from August 15 to September 15, 2022, allowed for an 

in-depth study of traditional fishing by analyzing the history of the small fishing villages that have sprung up along 

the Torne River on the border between Sweden and Finland. 

 The purpose of the in-depth study is the advancement of broader research, underway at Iuav University of 

Venice in the IR.ide (infrastructure Research Integral Design Environment), on fishing landscapes in coastal, la-

goon or riverine settings. Broadening the knowledge of the specificities of territories in relation to fishing-related 

activities, analyzing the architectures and morphologies originated as a function of fishing itself, constitutes for me 

an important store of references and situations useful for the construction of comparisons and parallels with the 

landscapes of the Venetian coast.

Wooden structure for whitefish traditional fishing, Kukkolaforsen. Foto di S.Tornieri, 2022



Activities: 

 The first half of the research period was devoted to collecting documentary material from both local archives, 

Haparanda Municipality and Norrbotten Museum Archive, and with field surveys and hydrology. 

Extensive photographic surveying was carried out in the villages of Kukkolaforsen, Korpikylä, Matkakoski, Muonio, 

Pello, and Vitsaniemi, mapping and surveying, including by drone, the existing morphological situation. 

The research also made use of direct interviews, and direct experience of a day’s fishing in the Matkakoski locality. 

Two days were also devoted to consulting the photo archives of the Haparanda municipality, which revealed an 

extensive documentary presence on the history of the villages of Kukkolaforsen and Korpikylä. In particular, the 

first village, Kukkolaforsen, was the subject of further study given its importance at the historical level. The village 

is in an excellent state of preservation and is now a major tourist destination; it has a tour route similar to that of 

open-air museums, thus consisting of original and visitable architecture. The fishing museum can also be visited 

here, which through objects, video reconstructions and a short immersive tour, explains the traditional method of 

fishing with a net, dipnetting, a method with very ancient origins that is still carried out today in the same manner 

as centuries ago. It was also possible to learn more about the construction techniques of the typical wooden pole 

pier that is built from the shore to the middle of the river every year with the fishing season, from where some of 

the perches are used by local fishermen.  

Haparanda Municipal Archive. Scan by S.Tornieri



 The second part of the research period, from September 1 to 15, took place within the architecture and ur-

ban plannning research group at Luleå University of Technology, under the supervision of Prof. Agatino Rizzo. 

Data on the population of Norrbotten were systematized by comparing the processes of population decline with 

the settlement and organizational patterns of contemporary Sweden. An in-group research seminar was organized 

and conducted by the undersigned where the current research was presented and possible collaborations with 

stable researchers were hypothesized. 

The collaborations will involve writing and publishing two papers concerning the different extractive dimensions of 

Sweden. In particular, the aim is to compare the heavy mining development model through the example of the city 

of Kiruna and the slow model of Arctic villages through the example of fishing communities along the Tornio River.

As a Visiting Researcher I was included in teaching activities, including a lecture on architectural composition to 

first-year students and an accompaniment for direct survey work in the UNESCO town of Gammelstadt.

Research field localization. Graphic by S.Tornieri, 2022

Kukkola Village, picture by S.Tornieri, 2022
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Maps of surveyd fishing communities. Drawing S.Tornieri, 2022



Torne river and the village of  Kukkolaforsen, picture by S.Tornieri, 2022
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Date: September 27th, 2022

To Whom This May Concern,

This is to state that Dr. Stefano Tornieri has been lecturer and teaching assistant at Luleå 
University of Technology for 2 weeks, from September 1st to September 15th 2022. 

He has participated to the teaching activities in two courses in the 5-years Master 
Programme in Architectural Engineering.

He has assisted the students in fieldwork surveying and measuring activities in the course 
Teknisk Arkitektur (Technical Architecture, 15 credits, first year) and he has given a 
seminar to the students of the course Arkitekturutveckling (Architecture – Development, 
7,5 credits, fourth year).

Sincerely,

Andrea Luciani

Senior Lecturer in Architecture
Department of Civil, Environmental 
and Natural Resources Engineering

Luleå tekniska universitet  971 87 Luleå

0920-49 10 00  www.ltu.se


