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During my research stay in the forskasal of the Swedish Institute for Children’s Books (Svenska 

Barnboksinstitutet) I had the chance to deepen my knowledges in the field of the Swedish – or rather, 

in a broader perspective – of the Scandinavian literary panorama with regards to the literature for a 

young audience, be it children or young adults.  

The Master’s Thesis I am working on, specifically aims to focus on the way sexualities, gender and 

sexual orientations are presented in Swedish, Norwegian and Danish children’s books and young 

adult novels that have been published since 2000.  

During my stay, I had access to many books dealing with queer issues, among which I would like 

to mention Jenny Jägerfeld’s Brorsan är kung, Sarah Vegna’s Vi tvättar bilen!, Anette Skåhlberg’s 

Kalle med klänning, Jessica Schiefauer’s Pojkarna, Inger Edelfeldt’s Skuggorna i spegeln. Each of 

them tackles one or more issues: some focus on LGBTQ* parenting, others on bisexuality, others on 

transsexuality and body transformation. 

When dealing with children’s literature it is crucial to firstly concentrate on the notion of childhood, 

on the relationship between children’s world and the adult world, as well as on the very notion of 

children’s literature. If initially the child was seen as nothing more than an adult in miniature who 

could not enjoy any specific right, with the centuries this vision began to change until it changed 

radically. Increasing emphasis has been placed on children, who must have the right – Jean Jacque-

Rousseau argued among the first scholars – to idleness, naturalness and leisure.  

From a literary point of view, the nineteenth century is of great importance: some texts for adults – 

I am thinking for instance of Robinson Crusoe – were adjusted to be enjoyed by children as well. 

Between 1800 and 1900 Scandinavia experienced a first impulse in the current of children’s literature, 

thanks, above all, to the fruitful synergy established among institutions such as schools, libraries and 

families. The subsequent rise of social democracy, accompanied by the implementation of the welfare 

state, the economic boom and widespread population’s wealth, led to the birth of a barnkultur, 

“culture of children”. 1945 is perhaps the most important year for Scandinavian children’s literature, 

as three worldwide known writers made their debut: the Finno-Swedish Tove Jansson, and the Swedes 

Astrid Lindgren and Lennart Hellsing, the latter deserving credit for founding the SBI, the institute 

where I carried out my research.  

As Åsa Warnqvist points out, the growth of children’s publications over the years has been constant, 

especially during the last two decades, with 2008 marking an absolute record, as 1821 children’s 

books were published.  

As it is often the case within the humanities, literary studies not to be excluded, trends, topics and 

the choice of genres always reflect the historical and social context of a given period. Lately more 

and more space has been dedicated to queer books, that is those books dealing with issues related to 

the LGBTQ* community. There are still relatively few texts on the market, yet publications in 

Scandinavia have increased considerably in recent years. Stereotypes remain alive in some cases, but 

there is a great desire to give voice to characters with genders and sexualities other than cis- and 



heterosexuality. There are now dozens of novels and illustrated books addressed to both the little 

ones, teenagers and young adults. Among the rainbow’s colours, homosexuality and transsexuality 

are the most represented. Unfortunately, there are still very few books with bisexual characters, and 

those dedicated to both asexual and non-binary characters are even less. But there are all the 

conditions for an increase in children’s books dedicated to norm-critical genders and sexualities, 

which is definitely crucial to allow the little ones and adolescents to know more about what 

unfortunately still is tabu and to grow up expressing themselves to the fullest. 


