
Dear Lerici Foundation board, 
 
My name is Simona Quagliano and I am one of the recipients of the Lerici scholarships for a period of training 
and research at the Environmental Humanities Laboratory (hereafter EHL) of the KTH Royal Institute of 
Technology of Stockholm. I started my period at the EHL, sending you the hosting letter of arrival, in January 
20th.  
 
First of all I would like to thank you for this enriching opportunity for my research and for my PhD programme. 
As a Ph.D. student in urban planning, with a research on the social impacts of climate change in urban areas, 
staying at the EHL offered me the opportunity to develop a wider multidisciplinary perspective on my 
research. In the school of architecture back in Italy we use to study the build environment per se without 
looking at the relationships between humans and the environment and without exploring the historical layers 
embedded into these relationships.  
 
During my staying at the EHL, I started to write, with the supervision of professor Marco Armiero, an article 
on how Neapolitan newspapers have been addressing climate change in the last ten years. I have also worked 
on a literature review piece on climate movements and urban adaptation in collaboration with a postdoctoral 
fellow at the EHL. When published, both articles will acknowledge the Lerici foundation support.  
  
On February 27th I offered a seminar at the EHL presenting my doctoral research. That seminar  was useful 
because I received feedback and advice for my Ph.D. work.  
 
At the beginning of March I had the opportunity to attend the two-day workshop “Contesting loss and 
damage”, reserved to the Occupy Climate Change! project partners, with contributions from well-known 
scholars working on urban climate justice, grassroots organizations and radical adaptation. The workshop 
provided me a solid theoretical framework for my research and was an opportunity to meet scholars with 
different background working on topics very close to mine.  
 
Among ordinary activities, I participated at the bimonthly seminar, which were very useful for improving my 
methodology and learning how to present in academic settings, and at the monthly Departmental meetings 
that really gave me the feeling of being fully part of that environment , although only for a short period. 
 
My period at EHL was interrupted at the end of March when my university (attached the letter of the Rector, 
only in Italian unfortunately) suggested to all the students abroad to come back to Italy due to the spread of 
Coronavirus. Although from Italy, I am still working on the two articles having a weekly online meeting with 
professor Armiero. The shift of all activities online also helped me to continue my training period at the EHL 
by being enrolled for instance in the online environmental history course offered by the EHL.  I would like to 
come back to Stockholm for one more month, the one that I missed, during the fall but it will depend from 
the state of the pandemic.  
 
It will be my pleasure to keep you updated on the results and hopefully the publishing of the two articles. I 
am available for further explanations if needed.  
 
Thanks again for the opportunity. 
 
Naples, August 2020  
 
 

 


