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Figure 1: Chiesa di San Clemente, lo-
cated nearby Assergi and the Gran Sasso
d’Italia mountain massif, which is part of
the Gran Sasso e Monti della Laga Na-
tional Park.

Over the weekends, I spent a significant amount
of time exploring the area surrounding L’Aquila.
During one such visit to the nearby frazione† of
Assergi, I stumbled upon a very small country
church known as Chiesa di San Clemente - see fig.
1. According to the sign leaning against the side
of the church (and Google Translate; my Italian is
quite bad), there exists a hypothesis that its origin
could date back to the first centuries of Christian-
ity and an ancient tradition tells of the existence
of a catacomb close to the church, which is alleged
to contain the first Christian martyrs. Neither the
sign, nor my research since the visit, confirms the
validity of the claims regarding the catacombs, but
the sign does say that there exists written work
referencing the church as ”S.Clemente in fratta”
dating all the way back to year 1313.
In addition to the church, the landscape is quite impressive, as is to be expected from the

mountainous nature of the region - see fig. 2 for two examples. I personally enjoy the thought
that it was approximately 32 ◦C where I took those images, but one can see snow near the
peaks of the mountains - especially in the top panorama, slightly to the left of the centre line.
In addition, if one squints (or zooms), one can make out the small town of Assergi, and the
highway connecting it to L’Aquila and the East coast of Italy, to the right in the second image.

Figure 2: Panoramas showcasing the impressive landscape surrounding the church, which is
located directly behind me in the lower image.

† A subdivision of a comune - in this case the commune of L’Aquila; comunes are similar to Swedish kommuner.
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Figure 3: Panoramas showcasing the majestic view from the Corno Grande - the highest
peak in the Gran Sasso massif.

The view from the highest Gran Sasso peak, Corno Grande (2 912 metres), is certainly some-
thing to admire - see fig. 3 for two panoramas I captured during a different visit. Note in
particular the sea behind the centre peak in the top image (zooming in is advised) - this is the
Adriatic Sea on Italy’s East coast, which is approximately 40 - 45 km from the Corno Grande.
I have been unable to verify this with my own eyes, but allegedly the view is even clearer dur-
ing Spring, due to the lower humidity. Finally, note the lake to the left in the second image.
This is Lake Campotosto (approximately 20 km away), and it is well worth a visit for those
interested in nature, despite a rather significant abundance of flies.
There are several other things I would like to describe - like the music/culture festival

Pinewood I went to, the Italian card games Scopa and Briscola that you play using a special
deck of cards, the puzzle magazine La Settimana Enigmistica which has been published weekly
since 1932 that an Italian friend of mine taught me how to solve (except for the crosswords),
to name but a few. In the interest of time, however, I shall move on the main point of my
going to L’Aquila - i.e. the research project.
To recap, the project was to write a paper based on the research I carried out as part of

my master of science (MSc) thesis, over the course of the two months I spent in L’Aquila. To
call the project a ”resounding success” would not be entirely accurate, but neither should it
be viewed as a failure. In particular, we have a manuscript which needs some more refining
before submission, so the plan is to submit it by the end of the year. This is slightly behind
the original schedule, but on a more positive note, we also have another manuscript in the
works, so if all goes well this trip might lead to two publications in the end, albeit slower than
initially hoped for.
I have identified several reasons for this delay - the major factor being the fact that we

decided fairly early on that writing a paper regarding my exact research would require too much
work to readily carry out in two months. The reason being that what I did was quite novel
and ”experimental”, to the point where you would need to verify the validity of some of the
approximations more rigorously before submission. Thus the focus shifted to a combination of
a quantitative study of the model presented in a previous publication by the group, including
some of the more generally accepted techniques I used in my thesis.
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Further aspects of the delay include the fact that I got access to the computing cluster near
the middle of the project (first week of July), and since we previously adjusted the focus of
the paper, we had to run a multitude of simulations to obtain the necessary data. This was
initially done on my laptop, but it was much too slow, so I requested access to a computing
cluster. The one at the university in L’Aquila proved too slow for our computations, such
that I finally got access to the National Supercomputer Centre (NSC) in Sweden, which was
extremely helpful - without that access the manuscript would still be missing a lot of data.
Unfortunately the delay was out of our hands, as I needed to be entrusted in the database
both at Karlstad University (my original institution) and the NSC.
Finally, I would like to extend my most sincere gratitude to the hosting institution Univer-

sità degli Studi dell’Aquila - in particularDr. Matteo COLANGELI, the Sapienza - Università
di Roma - in particular Dr. Emilio CIRILLO, Karlstads Universitet - in particular Dr. An-
drea MUNTEAN, and of course the Lerici Foundation for granting me the scholarship to let
me grow not only as a junior researcher, but also as a person - both culturally and personally.
I shall leave you with a final image consisting of a panorama looking out over L’Aquila on

a relatively clear afternoon - see fig. 4.

Figure 4: Panorama showing L’Aquila from above.

Arrivederci, L’Aquila. I hope we meet again someday.
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