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Thanks to the scholarship from Lerici Foundation, I was postdoctoral visiting researcher at 
Stockholm University Institute of Turkish Studies (SUITS) from June to Mid-November 2018. 
During my stay at SUITS I conducted a research project aimed at disseminating the 
ethnographic data collected during my PhD research in cultural anthropology. For my 
Doctoral studies I carried out a four-year research on the intergenerational memory 
transmission of political violence, and on past and present social movements in Istanbul, 
Turkey. My research explores the legacy of political radicalism of the 1970s among former 
leftist militants of revolutionary organizations, and among the following generations – both 
in political and family terms. Through an experience-near anthropology I analyse mnemonic 
communities and social movements not only through formal and informal discourse, but also 
in practices, habitus, collective imagination, aspirations, private feelings of cynicism and hope 
and material culture. 
Being a member of SUITS gave me the opportunity to participate in debates and seminars 
with prominent scholars in the Turkish studies, to discuss theoretical and ethnographic 
aspects of my work, to conduct literature review, to increase my analytical skills and to 
strengthen my interdisciplinary approach. Through the Centre’s facilities and its cutting-edge 
intellectual milieu, I disseminated my data through publications in peer-reviewed journals, 
public lectures and international conferences. 
More in detail, I presented a paper entitled “Experiencing Nostalgia, Cynicism and Mourning 
by former Turkish revolutionaries” at the Italian Society of Medical Anthropology (SIAM) 
Annual conference at the University of Perugia, 14/16 June; a paper entitled “Conspiracy 
narratives and memory of political violence within Turkish leftist families”, at the European 
Association of Social Anthropology (EASA) biennial conference at Stockholm University, 14/17 
August; a paper entitled “Temporary street shrine for imagining a different world: the march 
for Hrant Dink” at the International Society of Ethnology and Folklore (SIEF) conference at the 
University of Siena, 20/22 September. Together with Prof Leyla Neyzi I organized a panel 
entitled “Our Challenging Times: The Possibilities and Limits of Oral History in Turkey” at the 
Annual conference of Oral History Association (OHA) at Concordia University, Montreal, 
Canada, 10/14 October. In this occasion, I also presented a paper entitled “Remembering the 
1980 Military Coup: An Anthropological Perspective on the Uses of Oral History in Turkey”. I 
also gave two public lectures at Stockholm University: one entitled “Meanings and Functions 
of Secret and Silence: The Case of Turkish Leftist” at SUITS; another one entitled “When 
silence talks: moral landscape of leftist painful memories in Turkey” at the Department of 
Social Anthropology.  
During my stay at SUITS I also published articles in peer-reviewed international journals. An 
article entitled “Moral Thresholds of Outrage. The March for Hrant Dink and New Ways of 
Mobilization in Turkey” was published in the Journal Conflict and Society, Vol. 4, 2018, pp. 40-
57; co-authored by Prof Fabio Dei, the article entitled “What is a rite? Émile Durkheim, a 
hundred years later” was published in Open Information Science, Vol.2, 2018, pp. 115–126; 
my article entitled “Inheriting and living the political. The leftist youth subculture in Istanbul” 
is in press for the journal of Anthropology of Middle East, Vol. 13, Issue 2. Another 



contribution is under review for the journal History and Anthropology. Finally, during my stay 
at SUITS I presented a book proposal and started to write a monograph from my research in 
Turkey. Thanks to the scholarship by Lerici Foundation I could establish important academic 
relationships that hopefully will offer me the basis for enhancing my career.  
 
 
 


