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The 1th of November I arrived in Naples and made a month’s long 
internship at a project held at the University of Naples l'Orientale. In 
the department there is a lab called “Techniculture Research Unit” 
where students and researchers conduct environmental research 
concerning contemporary urban struggles. My supervisor Tiziana 
Terranova welcomed me to the institution. During the internship I got 
the possibility to participate at open seminars, the so called 
“borderscape seminars”, at the institution.  
 
The project called "Cubotto" is aiming to construct an archive of 
Naples; an archive containing stories, memories and cultural 
production of the city. I collected interviews from a former youth 
prison in the city “Lo Scugnizzo Liberato” that now is an occupied 
social centre, with support from the mayor in Naples. I also 
documented moments of social struggles in the city for the archive. 
 
I also begun to film and make research about Lo Scugnizzo. Together 
with another Italian filmmaker, Alessia Cammarota, we will make a 
documentary about the place, following it for one year. My goal is that 
this documentary could be shown in Swedish Television and sent to 
film festivals. Thanks to the scholarship I could start this project, and I 
am now applying for grants from Konstnärsnämnden in order to return 
to Naples in the spring and make more film. We made film about the 
craftsmen working with ceramics and wood, the Sri Lankan 
community and the Buddhist ceremonies taking place at Lo Scugnizzo 
when the theatre the last Sunday every month turns into a temple. We 
also documented and made interviews with youths in Naples, 
following football games but also conducting interviews with them, 
talking about their hopes and plans for the future.  
 
I have also made interviews for the historical book I am planning to 
write, which includes interviews with former prisoners. In my 
research I will describe the development of this building through the 
years; the transformation from an abbey, to a youth prison and into 
today’s cultural centre. In this first phase I am transcribing the 



recorded interviews into text, to Italian. The interview I am working 
on now talks about the prison in the early 70ths, when also children 
were held in prison. I will try to find an Italian editor called “Napoli 
Monitor”, to publish the book, and later translate it to Swedish. 
 
The Neapolitan word “Scugnizzo”, is normally rendered in English as 
“street urchin”. The project tries to unite the stories and memories 
from the past with the present ones of the youths living in the city of 
Naples. Thanks to this scholarship I have been able to start a journey 
and a project that will be ongoing for the next few years.  
 
 


